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COLLECTION NOTE  
 
 This collection consists of records of the Warren (County, Kentucky) Equity and Criminal 
Court or the Warren Circuit Court relating to the attempted prosecution of Confederate soldiers 
and sympathizers for acts of theft, property destruction, aid to the enemy, conspiracy or treason 
committed in Bowling Green, Kentucky during the Civil War.  The records commonly contain an 
indictment and supporting documentation such as arrest warrants, summons to witnesses, and 
bail bonds.  The defendants include local citizens, soldiers and officers of the Confederate 
Army, and members of the provisional Confederate government of Kentucky, a pro-secessionist 
group that convened in Russellville in November 1861, declared itself a government in 
opposition to the elected state government, and designated Bowling Green as its capital.   
The folder information below summarizes each case by giving the names of the 
defendants and a brief description of the charge(s).  No final dispositions of the cases appear in 
these records, although a few include pardons or reprieves.  Some of the indictments have been 
typescripted.  This collection also includes the record of an 1866 murder charge against a free 
man of color (Folder 23), and an incomplete record of an unspecified charge against a woman in 





BOX 1 Warren County Court Records   1862-1866  257 items 
 
Folder 1 Inventory         1 item 
 
Folder 2 Commonwealth v. Captain Carman  1862   3 items 
  Robbery; stealing crops from Samuel Y. Garrison 
 
Folder 3 Commonwealth v. James M. Donaldson  1862   6 items 
  Malfeasance in office; permitting Confederates to use Warren 
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Folder 4 Commonwealth v. J. W. Jones   1862   8 items 
  Usurpation of office; pretending to be and exercising the duties  
  of the Clerk of  the Warren Circuit Court  
 
Folder 5 Commonwealth v. Guilford O. Talbott and  1862   5 items 
  James H. Wilkins 
  Unlawful conspiracy; compelling citizens to surrender private 
  guns or pay a fine of $20 in lieu of guns 
 
Folder 6 Commonwealth v. T. C. Hindman   1862   8 items 
  Arson; burning homes of James T. Donaldson, Sr. and George  
Lehman, buildings at fair grounds, and property of the  
  Louisville and Nashville Railroad, including depot 
 
Folder 7 Commonwealth v. William J. Hardee  1862   3 items 
  Trespass; taking possession of a pork house and other 
  property for use by the Confederates  
 
Folder 8 Commonwealth v. William J. Hardee, Captain 1862   2 items 
  Bridle, and John D. Pope 
  Trespass; taking possession of a house and blacksmith shop  
  belonging to Valentine C. Durham  
 
Folder 9 Commonwealth v. Simon Bolivar Buckner,  1862-1863  15 items 
  W. J. Hardee, John T. Cox, Captain Noquid(?), 
  Captain Steel, H. T. Arnold, William Newman, 
  T. B. Wright, P. N. Loving, H. B. Elrod,  
  Samuel J. Preston, William McDaniel, Elijah 
  Smith, Phineas Hampton, Gideon McDaniel, 
  Ben Covington and William Murray 
  Unlawful conspiracy; setting up fortifications on behalf of the 
  Confederates on the property of Larkin Baker 
 
Folder 10 Commonwealth v. Samuel D. Blackburn,  1862-1863  33 items 
  David J. Moss, W. D. Robb, John Vertrees,  
  John F. South, J. M Covington, E. M.  
  Covington, Lycurgus Nicoll, Jesse M. Andrews, 
  Urias Rasdall, Doc Poe, L. J. Jones, Monroe  
Robertson and P. M. Bunch 
  Unlawful conspiracy; providing Confederates with horses, wagons, 
  forage and provisions  
 
Folder 11 Commonwealth v. Simon Bolivar Buckner, 1862-1863  14 items 
  Loyd Tighlman, John C. Breckinridge, John  
  D. Pope, Thomas H. Hunt, Joseph H. Lewis, 
  Roger W. Hanson, Thomas Clay, Jr., Joseph 
  P. Nuckols, Charles B. Semple, David W.  
  Yandell, John R. McKinney, Samuel W. Coombs, 
  Frank Tryon, John LaRue, John M. Sharp,  
  Thomas L. Burnam, John T. Cox, Robert M. Cox, 
  Thomas J. Buckner, L. C. Kirby, Jr., A. C. Wright, 
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  John Hines, Ed Hines, William Adams, Thomas  
Robertson, James Thomas, Robert Thomas, Jr.,  
Thomas Biggs, Charles Starks, Richard Sublet,  
William Roberts, Rufus Jones, Robert Heard,  
John H. Morgan, Guilford O. Talbott, James H.  
Wilkins, R. J. Breckinridge, Jr., William Preston,  
B. Hardin Helm, Samuel K. Hays, -- Trabue,  
Charles F. Johnson, B. M. Webb, John Young,  
Doctor Brooks, William H. Hays, John W. Valentine,  
James H. Burnam, Thomas H. Hines, John D. Clark, 
William E. Barringer, Joseph Barclay, M. H. Howsley, 
James Wheeler, John Kerr, E. A. Everhart, Burch 
Musselman, John H. Johnson, Walter Reeves,  
Richard Finn, James P. Edmunds, Benjamin Bell 
William B. Clarke, Samuel B. Crewdson 
  Treason; uniting with enemy, seizing and allowing the Confederates  
to use the court house, prison, and clerk’s office of Warren County 
 
Folder 12 Commonwealth v. John South, J. M.  1862-1863  14 items 
  Covington and -- Philips 
  Misdemeanor; threating the citizens of Warren County to send 
  to the Confederates their horses and wagons  
 
Folder 13 Commonwealth v. L. C. Kirby, A. C.  1862-1863  14 items 
  Wright, John Browning and T. L. Burnam 
  Grand larceny; stealing a cannon and numerous muskets 
  from state arms 
 
Folder 14 Commonwealth v. Claiburn Duval   1862-1863  7 items 
  Misdemeanor; attempting to steal horses from Samuel Y. 
  Garrison; shooting at Garrison and his son T. C. Garrison 
 
Folder 15 Commonwealth v. Euclid M. Covington  1862-1864  10 items 
  High misdemeanor; persuading John Valentine to join 
  the Confederate Army 
 
Folder 16 Commonwealth v. Robert McKee, John  1862-1865  7 items 
  Burnam, Josiah Pillsbury, James P. Bates, 
  John W. Crocket, Willis B. Machen, E. M. 
  Bruce, H. W. Bruce, James S. Chrisman, 
  Thomas Burnet, Philip B. Thompson, James 
  W. Moore and J. P. Burnside 
  Treason; styling themselves to be the provisional government 
  of Kentucky and cooperating with the Confederancy; Josiah 
Pillsbury reprieved  
 
Folder 17 Commonwealth v. Robert Heard, James  1862-1865  7 items 
  Burnam, Thomas Buckner, Thomas  
  Robertson, Porter Crow and Col. Shanks 
  Grand larceny; stealing a horse and numerous rifles from 
  Ben Wand, James A. Simmons, James Westbrook, William 
  Cherry and George Cherry 
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Folder 18 Commonwealth v. Lewis W. Potter, Joseph  1862-1866  19 items 
  F. Bettersworth and William H. Jones 
  Usurpation of office; pretending to be and exercising the 
  duties of Sheriff of Warren County and deputies; Lewis 
  Potter pardoned 
 
Folder 19 Commonwealth v. John C. Breckinridge,  1862-1866  41 items 
John H. Morgan, Simon B. Buckner, Thomas 
C. Hindman, William J. Hardee, Samuel K. 
Hays, Loyd Tighlman, John D. Pope, Wirt 
Adams, Thomas H. Hunt, Joseph H. Lewis, 
John Brown, R. W. Hanson, Charles F.  
Johnson, Thomas Clay, Jr., J. P. Nuckols, 
Charles B. Semple, Levi M. Tucker, John 
Patterson, B. M. Webb, D. W. Yandell, J. R. 
McKinney, John Young, Samuel W. Coombs, 
W. H. Hays, S. B. Crewdson, Frank Tryon, 
John LaRue, John M. Sharp, Thomas L. 
Burnam, James H. Burnam, Curtis P. Burnam, 
John W. Valentine, John H. Hines, Edward 
Hines, J. F. Hines, Chasteen Dunavan, Joseph 
Dunavan, H. C. Hines, Joseph Kahn, Jesse 
McCormick, Albert Dulaney, W. E. Barringer, 
William Browning, John T. Cox, Robert M. Cox, 
George Todd, Joseph Barclay, William L. 
Dulaney, Hiram Dulaney, M. Hardin Howsley, 
Charles L. Porter, James M. Cook, William Adams, 
Charles J. Vanmeter, William S. Vanmeter, John 
A. Robinson, Joseph S. Smith, Charles C. Smith, 
David S. Campbell, Jonathan Lawless, Samuel D. 
Blackburn, W. K. Barre, Arthur Gardner, Patrick H. 
Gardner, Arch Howard, Thomas J. Buckner, Henry 
Magruder, Charles Starr, Thomas D. Biggs,  
Richard Sublett, William B. Roberts, James Thomas, 
Robert Thomas, P. Crow, Tubal McDaniel, Curtis 
May, Thomas Robinson, Vivian Crosthwaite, Milton 
Taylor, Rufus Jones, Burrell Jackson, John W. 
Browning, Lafayette Walters, William L. Dulaney, 
Farmer Dulaney, Frances G. Patterson, Lewis W. 
Potter, James E. Norris, John Kerr, L. C. Kirby,  
A. C. Wright, James Porter, C. A. Everhart, Ira  
Gladish, Charles M. Beckwith, Burch Musselman, 
John A. Hughes, John J. Hilburn, W. R. McQuown, 
Thomas H. Hines, John D. Clark, Wetherford Rasdale, 
Lorenzo Rasdale, John Stockdale, Ben Andrews, 
A. Kuykendall, John M. Porter, Frank Porter, Sr., 
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John H. Johnson, Walter Reeves, John Hendrick, 
Charles W. Neely, H. Newman, Thomas Newman, 
David Jennet, Benjamin Bell, Porter White, John D. 
Bryan, Richard Finn, J. P. Edmunds, Alley Salmons, 
J. W. Salmons, Thomas J. Simmons, Thomas Ford, 
Samuel Brown, J. McCutchen, Frank McCutchen, 
William Kelly, Mack Hendrick, G. Taylor, Frank Bell, 
Minor Moore, Richard Robinson, James Robey, Buck 
Morris, Josephus Morris, James Turner, Aurelius 
Turner, Thomas Handley, Benjamin Allen, Henry Watts, 
Henry Hamilton, John L. Page, Thomas Hunt, Martin 
Hogan, Burrell Lanier, K. Smith, C. Halsell, Thomas 
Halsell, Taylor McCoy, Jerry Bailey Frank Driskill, 
S. D. Blackburn and William B. Clark 
  Unlawful conspiracy; forming an army to overthrow the government of Kentucky 
 
Folder 20 Commonwealth v. William H. Jones,   1862-1866  18 items 
  David Clark, James Clark, John Harkreader, 
  Henry Smith, Elijah Halsell, Sam Smith, 
  Erasmus Smith, Chasteen Dunavan, Wes 
  Porter, M. H. Howsley, Ben Cullins, George 
  C. Cooksey, William Moss, John Duncan, 
  William Cox, Jeff Shannon, James Crabb, 
  William Parks, David Moss, Less Moss, 
  Joseph Bettersworth, Jesse McCormick, 
  Charles Halsell and C. Snell 
  Unlawful conspiracy; joining John Hunt Morgan’s guerilla band 
 
Folder 21 Commonwealth v. James H. Burnam,   1862-1866  7 items 
  Thomas Buckner and Thomas Robinson 
  Grand larceny; stealing two pistols and a rifle belonging to 
  Robert W. Ogden; James Burnam pardoned 
 
Folder 22 Commonwealth v. John McMahan  1865   3 items 
  Felony; obtaining US Treasury notes under false pretenses 
  and committing a fraud upon J. P. W. Boyd 
 
Folder 23 Commonwealth v. George Sheridan, a free 1866   9 items 
  man of color 
  Murder; killing Patrick Donovan 
 
Folder 24 Commonwealth v. Lucretia Potter et al.  1864   3 items 













MSS WARREN County Court Records –         1862-1866 
412  Civil War Indictments 
 
  Criminal and Equity Court, and Circuit Court 
 records of Warren County, Kentucky relating to the 
 prosecution of Confederate soldiers and sympathizers  
 for conspiracy, treason, theft and property destruction  
 in Bowling Green, Kentucky during the Civil War. 
  1 box.  24 folders.  257 items.  Originals,  
 typescripts. 





Adams, William Wirt – Relating to      F11,19 
African Americans – Bowling Green – Relating to     F23 
Allen, Benjamin H., 1844-1865 – Relating to  F19 
Andrews, Ben– Relating to       F19 
Andrews, Jesse M., 1806-1885 – Relating to     F10 
Arnold, H. T. – Relating to     F9 
Bailey, Jerry – Relating to     F19 
Barclay, Joseph Walker, 1831-1914 – Relating to F11,19 
Barre, William K., 1830-1906 – Relating to    F19 
Barringer, William E. – Relating to    F11,19 
Bates, James P. – Relating to F16 
Beckwith, Charles – Relating to  F19 
Bell, Benjamin – Relating to     F11,19 
Bell, Frank – Relating to   F19 
Bettersworth, Joseph F. F18,20 
Biggs, Thomas – Relating to F11,19 
Blackburn, Samuel Daviess, 1807-1868 – Relating to     F10,19 
Breckinridge, John Cabell, 1821-1875 – Relating to   F11,19 
Breckinridge, Robert Jefferson, Jr., 1834-1915 – Relating to       F11 
Bridle, (Captain) – Relating to   F8 
Brooks, (Doctor) – Relating to   F11 
Brown, John – Relating to      F19 
Brown, Samuel – Relating to F19 
Browning, John – Relating to F13,19 
Browning, William – Relating to F19 
Bruce, E. M. – Relating to     F16 
Bruce, H. W. – Relating to    F16 
Bryan, Jonathan – Relating to F19 
Buckner, Simon Bolivar, 1823-1914 – Relating to      F9,11,19 
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Buckner, Thomas J. – Relating to     F11,17,19,21 
Bunch, P. M. – Relating to       F10 
Burnam, Curtis P., 1844-1863 – Relating to F19 
Burnam, James H. – Relating to   F11,17,19,21 
Burnam, John Quincy, 1804-1891– Relating to F16 
Burnam, Thompson L., 1830-1885 – Relating to     F11,13,19 
Burnet, Thomas – Relating to F16 
Burnside, J. P. – Relating to F16 
Campbell, David B., 1823-1913 – Relating to    F19 
Carman, (Captain) – Relating to   F2 
Chrisman, James S. – Relating to   F16 
Clark, David – Relating to      F20 
Clark, James – Relating to      F20 
Clark, John D. – Relating to F11,19 
Clarke, William B. – Relating to F11,19 
Clay, Thomas, Jr. – Relating to F11,19 
Cook, James – Relating to       F19 
Cooksey, George F. – Relating to       F20 
Coombs, Samuel Williams, 1830-1882 – Relating to      F11,19 
Covington, Ben – Relating to F9 
Covington, Euclid Madison, 1805-1888 – Relating to     F10,15 
Covington, James M., 1812-1887 – Relating to     F10,12 
Cox, John Threlkeld, 1820-1886 – Relating to       F9,11,19 
Cox, Robert Mickle, 1831-1917 – Relating to     F11,19 
Cox, William – Relating to         F20 
Crabb, James – Relating to      F20 
Crewdson, Samuel B. – Relating to     F11,19 
Crocket, John W. – Relating to  F16 
Crosthwait, Vivion, 1800-1875 – Relating to    F19 
Crow, Porter – Relating to     F17,19 
Cullins, Ben – Relating to       F20 
Donaldson, James M. – Relating to    F3 
Driskill, Frank – Relating to      F19 
Dulaney, Albert – Relating to     F19 
Dulaney, Farmer – Relating to F19 
Dulaney, Hiram Woodford, 1840-1886 – Relating to F19 
Dulaney, William LeRoy, 1838-1904 – Relating to     F19   
Dunavan, Chasteen T., 1795-1857 – Relating to    F19,20 
Dunavan, Joseph M., 1844-1882 – Relating to    F19 
Duncan, John – Relating to F20 
Duval, Claiburn – Relating to F14 
Edmunds, James P. – Relating to   F11,19 
Elrod, H. B. – Relating to       F9 
Everhart, C. A., d. 1900 – Relating to     F19 
Finn, Richard – Relating to       F11,19 
Ford, Thomas – Relating to   F19 
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Gardner, Arthur – Relating to F19 
Gardner, Patrick H. – Relating to F19 
Gladish, Ira – Relating to F19 
Hagan, Martin – Relating to  F19 
Halsell, Charles – Relating to  F19,20 
Halsell, Elijah– Relating to    F20 
Hamilton, Henry – Relating to  F19 
Hampton, Phineas Dewalt, 1806-1874 – Relating to  F9 
Handley, Thomas – Relating to      F19 
Hanson, Roger W. – Relating to     F11,19 
Hardee, William Joseph, 1815-1873 – Relating to    F7-9,19 
Harkreader, John – Relating to     F20 
Hays, Samuel K. – Relating to      F11,19 
Hays, William H. – Relating to F11,19 
Heard, Robert – Relating to F11,17 
Helm, Benjamin Hardin, 1831-1863 – Relating to      F11 
Hendrick, John – Relating to F19 
Hendrick, Mack – Relating to F19 
Hilburn, Jonathan – Relating to F19 
Hindman, Thomas Carmichael, Jr., 1828-1868 – Relating to      F6,19 
Hines, Edward – Relating to     F11,19 
Hines, Henry Clay, 1841-1895 – Relating to        F19 
Hines, James Fayette – Relating to F19 
Hines, John – Relating to     F11 
Hines, Jonathan H. – Relating to    F19 
Hines, Thomas Henry, 1838-1898 – Relating to     F11,19 
Howard, Arch – Relating to   F19 
Howsley, M. Hardin – Relating to     F11,19,20 
Hughes, Jonathan – Relating to   F19 
Hunt, Thomas H. – Relating to    F11,19 
Jackson, Burrell – Relating to F19 
Jennet, David – Relating to F19 
Johnson, Charles F. – Relating to     F11,19 
Johnson, John H. – Relating to     F11,19 
Jones, J. W. – Relating to     F4 
Jones, L. J., d. 1863 – Relating to     F10 
Jones, Rufus – Relating to  F11,19 
Jones, William H. – Relating to F18,20 
Kahn, Joseph – Relating to F19 
Kelly, William – Relating to   F19 
Kerr, John – Relating to F11,19 
Kirby, Leonard C. – Relating to   F13,19 
Kirby, Leonard C., Jr. – Relating to     F11 
Kuykendall, A. – Relating to F19 
Lanier, Burrell – Relating to F19 
LaRue, John – Relating to    F19 
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Lawless, Jonathan – Relating to   F19 
Lewis, Joseph Horace – Relating to F11,19 
Loving, P. N. – Relating to  F9 
Machen, Willis Benson, 1810-1893 – Relating to      F16 
Magruder, Henry – Relating to F19 
May, Curtis – Relating to       F19 
McCormick, Jesse – Relating to     F19,20 
McCoy, Taylor – Relating to F19 
McCutchen, Frank – Relating to F19 
McCutchen, J. – Relating to F19 
McDaniel, Gideon – Relating to F9 
McDaniel, Tubal – Relating to F19 
McDaniel, William – Relating to F9 
McKee, Robert – Relating to F16 
McKinney, John R. – Relating to    F11,19 
McMahan, John – Relating to F22 
McQuown, W. R. – Relating to F19 
Moore, James W. – Relating to F16 
Moore, Minor  – Relating to   F19 
Morgan, John Hunt, 1825-1864 – Relating to  F11,19 
Morris, Buck – Relating to  F19 
Morris, Josephus, 1842-1910 – Relating to F19 
Moss, David John, 1820-1894 – Relating to      F10,20 
Moss, Less– Relating to   F20 
Moss, William S., 1834-1884 – Relating to      F20 
Murray, William – Relating to    F9 
Musselman, Burch – Relating to   F11,19 
Neely, Charles W. – Relating to F19 
Newman, H. – Relating to  F19 
Newman, Thomas – Relating to   F19 
Newman, William – Relating to   F9 
Nicoll, J. Lycurgus, 1829-1922 – Relating to F10 
Noquid, (Captain) – Relating to   F9 
Norris, James – Relating to F19 
Nuckols, Joseph Pryor, 1828-1896     F11,19 
Page, John L. – Relating to F19 
Parks, William – Relating to F20 
Patterson, Frances – Relating to   F19 
Patterson, John – Relating to F19 
Pillsbury, Josiah, 1812-1884 – Relating to F16 
Poe, Doc – Relating to  F10 
Pope, John D. – Relating to F8,11,19 
Porter, Charles L. – Relating to F19 
Porter, Frank, Sr. – Relating to F19 
Porter, James – Relating to F19 
Porter, John M. – Relating to F19 
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Porter, Wes – Relating to    F20 
Potter, Lewis W. – Relating to F18,19 
Potter, Lucretia – Relating to F24 
Preston, Samuel – Relating to F9 
Preston, William, 1816-1887 – Relating to      F11 
Rasdall, Lorenzo Dow, 1843-1922 – Relating to F19 
Rasdall, Urias, 1812-1892 – Relating to      F10 
Rasdall, Wetherford – Relating to      F19 
Reeves, Walter – Relating to F11,19 
Robb, W. D., 1821-1896 – Relating to  F10 
Roberts, William – Relating to F11,19 
Robertson, Ryan Monroe, 1827-1883 – Relating to F10 
Robertson, Thomas – Relating to F11,17 
Robey, James – Relating to F19 
Robinson, Richard – Relating to    F19 
Robinson, Thomas – Relating to    F19,21 
Salmons, Alley – Relating to F19 
Salmons, J. W. – Relating to F19 
Semple, Charles B. – Relating to     F11, 19 
Shanks, (Colonel?) – Relating to F17 
Shannon, Jeff – Relating to F20 
Sharp, John M. – Relating to F11,19 
Sheridan, George – Relating to F23 
Simmons, Thomas – Relating to  F19 
Smith, Charles – Relating to F19 
Smith, Elijah – Relating to    F9 
Smith, Erasmus – Relating to F20 
Smith, Henry – Relating to   F20 
Smith, Joseph – Relating to F19 
Smith, K. – Relating to  F19 
Smith, Mae – Relating to    F19 
Smith, Samuel – Relating to F20 
Snell, Commodore Perry, 1821-1881 – Relating to  F20 
South, John Fletcher, 1817-1873 – Relating to     F10,12 
Starks, Charles  – Relating to      F11 
Starr, Charles, 1862-1900 – Relating to F19 
Steel, (Captain) – Relating to F9 
Stockdale, John – Relating to F19 
Sublett, Richard – Relating to F11,19 
Talbott, Guilford Owsley, 1830-1896 – Relating to F5,11 
Taylor, G. – Relating to F19 
Taylor, Milton – Relating to      F19 
Thomas, James – Relating to F11,19 
Thomas, Robert – Relating to F19 
Thomas, Robert, Jr. – Relating to    F11 
Thompson, Philip B. – Relating to    F 16 
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Tighlman, Loyd, 1817-1863 – Relating to     F11,19 
Todd, George – Relating to F19 
Tryon, Frank – Relating to    F11,19 
Tucker, Levi M. – Relating to F19 
Turner, Aurelius – Relating to F19 
Turner, James – Relating to F19 
Valentine, John W., 1816-1894 – Relating to     F11,19 
Vanmeter, Charles Joseph, 1826-1913 – Relating to F19 
Vanmeter, William S., 1816-1884  – Relating to F19 
Vertrees, John – Relating to F10 
Walters, Lafayette – Relating to F19 
Watts, Henry – Relating to  F19 
Webb, B. M. – Relating to  F11,19 
Wheeler, James H., 1834-1912 – Relating to F11 
White, Porter – Relating to    F19 
Wilkins, James H., 1832-1880 – Relating to F5,11 
Wright, A. C., 1837-1910 – Relating to  F11,13,19 
Wright, Thomas Briggs, 1806-1888 – Relating to  F9 
Yandell, David Wendel, 1826-1898 – Relating to    F11,19 
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